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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

As Christmas has approached, we have been spoilt with 
outstanding performances from our wonderful, talented 

children. This week we were blessed with the Year 5 and 
6 Carol Service at St Margaret’s Church on Tuesday 

evening, and the music performance expertly led by Mr 
Beatty on Wednesday afternoon. We were thoroughly entertained by the 

Ash Class Guitar Ensemble, Year 3 Music Making Club, Chestnut Ukulele 
Orchestra, the Peripatetic Guitar groups and the fabulous Whitnash Rock 
Band. These children impressed their audience with the skills they have developed in just 1 term! We 

thank Mr Beatty and Mrs Mocanu for bringing Music alive at Whitnash and congratulate our children who 
have taken part. 

 
We also want to express our thanks today to our kitchen team. On Wednesday 

they cooked an amazing Christmas lunch for us all. It is no mean feat to cook for 
all our children on a daily basis and to see them in operation is always impressive 

however, to cook a full Christmas dinner for 260 people all served perfectly on 
time is the work of a well-skilled team!  

 
We also send a great big Christmas thanks to our wonderful team of cleaners and 

office team. Our cleaners and office staff are truly the unsung heroes of the 
school!  With the run up to Christmas, these incredible ladies have been so busy keeping everyone safe 

and the school running.  Often due to staff shortages, they end up going above and beyond in their 
roles. We want them to know that they are appreciated, and their hard work does not go unrecognised.  

 
As we get closer to waving cheerio to 2022, it is an ideal time to reflect back on what has been an 

incredibly busy but successful year for our school. There is a real sense of energetic, determination from 
all our amazing staff who make a difference to all the children in our care and contribute to the wonderful 

school we have collectively created. We send a special thanks to all of them and wish them a well-
deserved Christmas rest!  

 
           Finally, we want to thank all of you today for the support you have continued to show the school   
       this term. We are grateful for the home learning support that you all provide your children and your 
              partnership. We also send thanks to those of you who have given Christmas gifts or expressed 

kind Christmas wishes to staff.  
 

We wish you all a very merry and safe Christmas. 
 

With Christmas love from 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 

Newsletter 

Pupils back at school on 
Wednesday 4th January 2023 



Achievements this Term 

Hazel – Atharv 
Atharv has had such a super first term in Year 1. He always tries his hardest and challenges 

himself. He has great manners and is a fantastic role model for others. We are so impressed with 
his positive attitude and enthusiasm for learning. Well done Atharv, we are very proud of you. 

Alma 
Alma has really impressed us this term with her super attitude to learning, her patience and her 

perseverance. Alma always challenges herself and tries her hardest at every task. She works well 
with her peers and can always be trusted to be doing the right thing. We are really proud of you 

Alma, you are a great role model for your classmates. Well done! 

Hawthorn – Akshat 
Akshat has had a super term in year 1. He is always trying his best in lessons and listening well. 

He has been trying hard to be resilient and not give up. Well done Akshat, keep it up! 
Nayra 

Nayra has had a super term this term. She has tried so hard with all of her work and has made 
great progress. She is also kind to all her friends. Well done Nayra, keep it up! 

Pine –  Rebekah 
 Rebekah has had a fantastic first term in Year 2.  She has such a lovely personality and a great 

sense of humour - it has been a pleasure to teach her this term.  She has a very creative mind and 
has written some beautiful work in English.  She always tries her best in everything - what more 

could we ask!  Well done Rebekah. 
Raaj 

 Raaj has settled really well into year 2.  He has an infectious laugh and has made us all giggle a 
lot!  Raaj has a fantastic attitude to learning.  He always tries his best, he listens to ways he can 
improve his work and he acts upon it, which is a great skill.  Keep up all the hard work Raaj, well 

done! 
Cedar – Immy 

Immy has made so much progress this term. She has worked incredibly hard to improve her 
spelling, handwriting and sentence structure. She has blown all her teachers away with what she 

is capable of! Keep up the hard work Immy. 
Sartaj 

Sartaj has made so much progress with his writing this term. He has worked really hard listening 
to advice and making improvements to his work. He is a lovely thoughtful member of the class and 

tries his hardest in all he does. 
Maple – Esther 

Esther joined us last week and has settled in beautifully and has already made some great friends 
and is producing some amazing work! Keep it up Esther! 

Ewan 
For consistently always working really hard in class, being kind to all of his friends and showing 
respect to his teachers. Well done Ewan what a great example you have been this term, keep it 

up! 

Sycamore – Mya 
Mya has grown in confidence so much this term.  She has made great progress in her writing and 

is working much more independently. Keep up the great work Mya! We are so proud of you! 
Tyler 

Tyler has worked so hard this term! He has grown in confidence and has made great progress.  
Well done Tyler! keep it up! We are so proud of your achievements. 



Juniper – Carley 
Well done for a super term Carley. You have worked hard in every subject and always try 

your best no matter what. Your resilience and motivation shines bright and sets an 
example to others within the classroom. Although coming to school some days feels 

challenging, once you walk into the classroom you get your head down and make all the 
teachers proud. Keep up the good work into the spring term. 

 Ollie 
Well done for working really hard and being so positive everyday this term. Your kind heart 

and friendly nature shines bright in our classroom and your determination in everything 
you do is admirable. Even when the work gets tricky, you keep a smile on your face and 
show your resilience throughout the task. Keep up the good work into the spring term. 

Chestnut – Roman 
Roman, You are an absolute role model who totally deserves this term's achievement. 

Every single day, I am impressed by you and full of admiration for the kind, genuine soul 
that you are. You are so well liked and respected in our class because everything you do 

upholds our school rights. Because of all this, you are making the best progress and going 
from strength to strength in every way. Well Done Roman! 

Roman 
Roman, You are an absolute role model who totally deserves this term's achievement. 

Every single day, I am impressed by you and full of admiration for the kind, genuine soul 
that you are. You are so well liked and respected in our class because everything you do 

upholds our school rights. Because of all this, you are making the best progress and going 
from strength to strength in every way. Well Done Roman! 

 

Ash – Kody-Lee 
Kody-Lee has spent this half-term listening to advice on how to improve his work. You are 

beginning to show more and more independence all whilst being a charming, well-behaved 
member of the class. Excellent job, Kody! 

Smeera 
Smera is a model pupil with impeccable behaviour, manners and attitude towards learning. 

Your work is consistently outstanding and you always put in 100% in everything you do. 
Keep up the good work! 

Oak – Corey 
Corey has worked tirelessly all term to ensure he is making as much progress as possible. 

He never lets barriers stand in his way and knows when to ask to help and when to 
persevere. He has been a brilliant friend to lots of children in the class and is always 

thoughtful and caring. 
Alessia 

Alessia has been incredibly kind and helpful all term, ensuring that every child in the class 
has been to understand the learning and allowing me to explain concepts that are tricky in 
another language. She comes in every day with a smile on her face and goes out of her 

way to make sure everything in the classroom runs smoothly. Thank you Alessia. 

Rowan – Amélie 
Amélie has had an outstanding first term in year 6. She shows fantastic learning 

behaviours; she always tries her best in everything she does, challenges her learning and 
has continued to make phenomenal progress. Amélie is a delight to teach and I look 

forward to the rest of the year! Well done Amélie! 
Mason 

Mason has made the most incredible progress this term. Each lesson, he takes pride in 
the learning he produces. Mason is becoming increasingly more independent, both 

academically and emotionally. Keep working hard. I am so proud of you! 
 



Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ROWAN 
MAPLE, you have reached your 1 Million 
words!!! Well done - certificate is on its 

way!  Well done to OAK, who have 
achieved their 4 Million words!! 

Fabulous! Again, your certificate is on its 
way. Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Pine 277,472  2,120  

Cedar 200,745  30,875  

Maple 1,032,870 139,025  

Sycamore 527,595  94,643  

Juniper 858,557 54,057  

Chestnut 551,105  51,681  

Ash 4,741,460  275,991  

Oak 4,103,846  305,476  

Rowan 4,972,763  397,128  

TOTAL 17,269,261 1,353,844  

 

Erin     Corey 

Florence     Adriel 

Jasvin     Millie-Rose 

Raisa     Harley 

Delia     Shaan 

Rufus 

Pen Licence 

Oscar tidied up the home corner and 
helped to do the backgrounds of the calendars 
of the children who are off poorly.  How very 

kind of you Oscar. 

11 77 
Esther Kaiyan 



This week Juniper and Chestnut had an Egyptian enrichment 
day, consolidating all their learning form the Autumn Term. The 

creative day included a carousel of activities, they even 
mummified a body and made Egyptian bricks. The end of the day 

was rounded up by exhibiting their creations to parents and 
carers. A big well done to all of Year 4 for their amazing learning 

and participation.   



Hello Everyone 
 

Some old man in a funny white suit called Elvis 
sang about a Blue Christmas. I have no idea who 

he is, or why he is singing about me, but I'm 
hoping I will get some of the royalties from the 
song delivered to my house on Christmas Day. 

 
This will be my first Christmas in my new home 

and has been my first at Christmas at Whitnash Primary School! It has definitely 
been one of my favourite times at school - all the radiators are on and its nice and 
cosy around the building, everyone is singing and smiling - even the teachers! It 

has also been very chilly outside this week, so I have been wearing my coat on the 
playground and on the gate and it's been great to see all the children wrapped up 
warm in big coats, hats and scarves. I must say that I'm not keen on all this slippy 

stuff, it makes my paws feel all funny and I can't get a grip! 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and I will see you all in 2023. 

 
Blue  

Day Club Year Group Cost Places 
Available 

Dates running   

Tuesday Multi-Skills Year 2 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Music Makers Year 3 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Garden Club Years 3/4 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Wednesday Rock Band Years 5/6 £21.00 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 10 weeks 

Thursday Dodgeball Year 4 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Thursday KAPLA Club* Years 3-6 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 



Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Re: Increase in scarlet fever  
 
We are writing to inform you of a recent increase in notifications of scarlet fever to 
the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), above seasonal expected levels. We 
would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the signs, symptoms and the 
actions to be taken if you think that you or your child might have scarlet fever.  

 
Signs and symptoms of scarlet fever  
Scarlet fever is a common childhood infection caused by Streptococcus pyogenes, or group A 
Streptococcus (GAS). It is not usually serious, but should be treated with antibiotics to reduce the risk of 
complications (such as pneumonia) and spread to others. The early symptoms of scarlet fever include 
sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting. After 12 to 48 hours, the characteristic red, pinhead 
rash develops, typically first appearing on the chest and stomach, then rapidly spreading to other parts 
of the body, and giving the skin a sandpaper-like texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on 
darker skin, although the sandpaper feel should be present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and 
be pale around the mouth. This may be accompanied by a bright red ‘strawberry’ tongue. 
 
If you think you, or your child, might have scarlet fever: 
 Contact your GP or NHS 111 as soon as possible. 
 Make sure that you or your child take the full course of any antibiotics prescribed. Although you or 

your child will feel better soon after starting the course of antibiotics, you must complete the course 
to ensure that you do not carry the bacteria in your throat after you have recovered. 

 Stay at home, away from nursery, school or work for at least 24 hours after starting the antibiotic 
treatment, to avoid spreading the infection. 

 
You can help stop the spread of infection through frequent hand washing and by not sharing eating 
utensils, clothes, bedding and towels. All contaminated tissues  should be disposed of immediately. 
 
Invasive Group A Strep (iGAS) 
The same bacteria which cause scarlet fever can also cause a range of other types of infection such as 
skin infections (impetigo) and sore throat. In very rare cases, the bacteria can get into the bloodstream 
and cause an illness called invasive group A strep (iGAS). Whilst still very uncommon, there has been 
an increase in iGAS cases this year, particularly in children under 10 years old. It is very rare for 
children with scarlet fever to develop iGAS infection. As a parent, you should trust your own judgement.  
 
Contact NHS 111 or your GP if: 
 your child is getting worse 
 your child is feeding or eating much less than normal 
 your child has had a dry nappy for 12 hours or more or shows other signs of dehydration 
 your baby is under 3 months and has a temperature of 38C, or is older than 3 months and has a 

temperature of 39C or higher 
 your baby feels hotter than usual when you touch their back or chest, or feels sweaty 
 your child is very tired or irritable 
Call 999 or go to A&E if: 
 your child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking 

under their ribs 
 there are pauses when your child breathes 
 your child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue 
 your child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake 
 
Stop the spread 
During periods of high incidence of scarlet fever, there may also be an increase in outbreaks in schools, 
nurseries and other childcare settings. Children and adults with suspected scarlet fever should stay off 
nursery / school / work until 24 hours after the start of appropriate antibiotic treatment. Good hygiene 
practice such as hand washing remains the most important step in preventing and controlling spread of 
infection.  
 
Resources  
NHS – Scarlet Fever 
Scarlet fever: symptoms, diagnosis and treatment  
Health protection in education and childcare settings  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scarlet-fever-symptoms-diagnosis-treatment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z


Breakfast Club & Tree Tops 
 

Please remember that payment needs to be 
made in advance for each half term. 

 
If you need a bar code printed to enable you to 

pay cash at any Pay Point, please ask the 
school office. 

 
Spring Term 1 2023 are now on Parent Pay. 

 
 

Answers from last week 
 

 

 
 
Can you work out the worth of each type 

of present? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
16 

SWIMMING 
 

JUNIPER—Tuesdays 
 

Juniper will be continuing swimming in 
January for the first half-term.   

Parent Pay will be set up soon for these 
lessons. 



PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Try some of the below activities over the 
Christmas period:  
 Say thank you to someone, for something 

they’ve done for you. 
 Phone a relative or friend who needs support 

or company. 
 Ask a friend how they are and really listen to 

the answer. 
 Go Christmas carolling!  
 Have a go at making your own Christmas 

present for someone from scratch. 
 See how you could help out a charity. 
 Arrange a day out for you and a friend or 

relative. 
 Offer to help a relative with a job around the 

house (maybe there’s something you could 
help your family with on Christmas Day!)  

By many, Christmas is 
thought of as a very 

happy time of year. But 
for some, Christmas 

can unfortunately be a 
really difficult time. It 

can bring up upsetting memories for people, 
can make people feel very overwhelmed, or 
people can feel lonely over the Christmas 

period.  
 

Christmas is a time of giving. Giving does not 
necessarily mean gifts, 'giving' can be an act of 
kindness, even something as small as smiling 

at someone. 'Giving' to others has been proven 
to support mental wellbeing. Not only is it nice 
to be a 'receiver' of an act of kindness, but it 

also helps the 'giver'. Evidence has shown that 
people who carry out an act of kindness at least 
once a week are more likely to rate themselves 

as 'happy'. Being a 'receiver' makes us feel 
appreciated and valued. 'Giving' makes us feel 
rewarded, 'giving' also helps us to build social 

networks.  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and 
kindness of young people and thanks them via 
personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin 

badges. Please spread this message amongst your 
school community, all you need to do is let us know 

by nominating the young person using this email 
address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net and we’ll do 

the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


 Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day. 
 Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches. 
 Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil. 

 
To find out if you are eligible go to: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

For menu information go to:  www.educaterers.co.uk 

What’s on … 

January 2023 

3 Tuesday DAY INSET day—school closed to pupils 

4 Wednesday 8.55am Pupils back to school 

19 Thursday Lunch Jungle Explorer Lunch 

January 2023  

7 Tuesday Lunch Winter Sports Lunch 

17 Friday DAY Break up for Half-Term 

20-24 Week Week Half-Term 

27 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Veggie Korma 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Pork Sausage  
 

(v) Veggie 
Chinese Style 

Meatballs  
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate or 
Strawberry 

Mousse 
(v) Homemade 
Fruity Flapjack 

Roast Beef 
 
 

(v) Quorn Roast 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Iced Sponge with 

Sprinkles and 
Custard 

Chicken Fajita 
Wrap 

 
(v) Mac ‘n’ 

Cheese 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Jelly with Fruit 
(v) Homemade 

Carrot and 
Orange Cookie 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 
(v) Breaded 

Veggie Fingers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Cheddar 
Cheese, 

Crackers & Apple 
Slices 

(v) Ice Cream 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
http://www.educaterers.co.uk

